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Chamber Leads New 
Welcome Signage 

Project in Munising 
 

Thanks to Deanna Boyak, 

the Munising CVB and a 

“Prosperous Places” mini-

grant through CUPPAD that 

assisted in funding the new 

Welcome to Munising 

signage.  These beautiful 

images highlight our unique 

area and are rotated twice a 

year with seasonal 

photography. 

 

a a a  
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Some of the sample text in 

this document indicates the 

name of the style applied. To 

get started right away, just 

tap any placeholder text 

(such as this) and start 

typing 

 Chamber Oversees Detroit Institute of Art Program for 

Munising 

In the Spring of 2017 the Chamber applied for the DIA Inside Out 

program for Munising.  This program brought a variety of 

reproductions to downtown Munising.  These pieces of art were 

installed late spring and were in Munising until late fall.  There 

were 15 pieces and some were free standing while others were 

mounted on the sides of buildings.  The Nut Gatherers, 1882 by 

William Adolphe Bouguereau as seen below, was installed on the 

side of Madigan’s Hardware. 
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NEW LOGO 

The Alger County Chamber now has a new 

logo and you will be receiving a new member 

sticker in your next invoice.  Thanks to one of 

our new members, Cranking Graphics for the 

creativity with new designs, website, signage 

and ongoing graphic projects. 

Hiawatha Communications Receives Business of 

the Year at Annual Chamber Dinner 

Hiawatha Communications Incorporated (HCI) is an Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan-based communications company 
founded in the 1800’s.  Since then, the Company has been 
owned, managed, and operated by local people with local 
interests.  HCI is made up of the following subsidiaries: 
Hiawatha Telephone Company (with offices located in Brimley 
and Munising), Midway Telephone Company (located in 
Watton), Ontonagon County Telephone Company (located in 
Ontonagon), Jamadots Incorporated, and Great Lakes Interlink 
Incorporated.  Together, the companies provide residential and 
business customers, who are spread over 20 telephone 
exchange territories, with reliable local and long distance voice 
service, value-based advanced calling features, ‘best in class’ 
broadband internet service, data transport, as well as 
additional services that enhance this core group of products.  
Continually building on the innovation of the past, HCI uses its 
state-of-the-art-network to focus on expanding its market each 
year to bring a grade of broadband internet services that rival 
any metropolitan market in the country to rural communities 
throughout the U.P.   

REKINDLE THE SPIRIT 

Rekindle the Spirit includes the holiday celebration with 

photos with Santa, the Grinch, North the polar bear, a Santa 

parade, food and fun.  It also includes the Grand Giveaway 

which is our annual shop local promotion.  This was our sixth 

year for the promotion and receipts have totaled almost $2 

million to date!  We have extremely generous businesses that 

donated over $6,000 in prizes contributing to 73 winners!  

Thank you for shopping local and thanks again to all the 

businesses that so generously donated. 

L to R--Jay Brogan, CEO 

Hiawatha Communications, 

Kathy Reynolds, Exec. Director, 

Alger Co. Chamber/GMBPCD & 

Munising DDA and Jerry 

Doucette, Michigan Works Board 

& Alger Co. Commissioner 

 

Rebecca Johnson, 1st Place 

Rekindle Grand Giveaway 
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Neenah Paper in Munising Awarded 
Excellence Award at Operation Action 
U.P. 
 
Congratulations to Neenah Paper for receiving the 
Excellence Award at Operation Action U.P.  This is 
the second year in a row that a business from 
Munising has received this award.  In 2016 Pictured 
Rocks Cruises was the first company in Munising to 
receive the award.  Kathy Reynolds, Executive 
Director of the Chamber & the Munising DDA, 
nominated both companies for their outstanding 
work not only in the county, but the state of 
Michigan.  To watch Neenah Paper receive the 
award and their presentation go to:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpfLkbCmcZg  

 

Pictured Rocks Days 
 

Pictured Rocks Days was another big success last 

June with estimates in the range of over 7,000 

attendees at the 2-day event.  This not only was 

record-breaking in attendance for a festival in 

Munising, but also broke the record of over 100 

vendor booths that were present.  This event was 

again held in conjunction with “Yoopers Ride Free 

Days” where U.P. residents can take the Pictured 

Rocks Cruise for free.  This year’s event is slated for 

Saturday and Sunday, June 9 & 10.  Please contact 

us @ 906-387-2138 if you would like to participate 

or if you have any questions. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

New Website 
Make sure you check out our new website.  

A big “Thank You” to Kathryn Lund Johnson 

for her beautiful photography on the site. 

If you want to take full advantage of your 

listing on the site and become a “premium” 

member for just an additional $99 annually, 

give us a call to learn more @ 906-387-2138 

or visit: 

w w w . a l g e r c o u n t y c h a m b e r . c o m  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpfLkbCmcZg
http://www.algercountychamber.com/
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Chamber Assists in Political Trips to Munising  

 

All throughout the year, organizations and businesses in Alger County assist with political visits to 

their community.  This last year we were fortunate to be visited by almost every political office in 

the region and many state-wide offices.  A highlight of the summer was again having a visit from 

the governor of the State of Michigan, Rick Snyder.  This was his second year in a row in 

Munising.  Governor Snyder’s visit included a second kayaking trip with about ten business 

leaders from the community, including Dave Lorenz, VP of Travel Michigan, City Manager Devin 

Olson and Kathy Reynolds, the Chamber and DDA’s Executive Director.   

 

Shown above is Governor Snyder (center) with John Madigan, Manager of Pictured Rocks Cruises and 

Dennis VanLandschoot, of VanLandschoot & Sons Fish House here in Munising.  The trip included bringing 

in a fish net on Munising Bay. 

 

Senator Debbie Stabenow at Muldoon’s Pasties with Tony Grahovac and Liane Sadak. 
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COMPLETION OF 

PICTURED ROCKS 

INTERPRETIVE CENTER 

Planning, engineering, grant 

application and construction of 

a historic building can be a 

long, but rewarding process.  

After four years in the making, 

Pictured Rocks Interpretive 

Center was completed and 

opened in the summer of 2017!  

This was a group effort that was done with local business and organizational 

partnerships.  Pictured Rocks Cruises was the private investor and owner of the 

building, the City of Munising was the grant applicant, Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation provided the grant funds for 45% of the project (PRC 

invested the rest of the funding—over $1 million project), Kathy Reynolds 

(Chamber/Partnership) was the grant administrator, UP Engineers was the engineering 

firm and Hall Contracting was the construction company.  This building, which houses 

interpretive displays, a gift shop and two separate retail locations, will be a staple in 

downtown Munising for years to come. 

MUNISING HISTORICAL DISPLAY IN PR INTERPRETIVE CENTER 

If you have not visited Pictured Rocks Interpretive Center, make sure you stop by.  

Newly installed in the old bank vault is a display highlighting Munising’s historical 

commerce.  Topics are accented such as banking, lodging, the downtown, public 

service and social life.  

Cranking Graphics 

completed the project 

with the assistance of 

the Alger County 

Historical Society and 

the Chamber. 
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MUNISING DDA 

Our office also serves as the Munising DDA.  DDA initiatives are ongoing throughout the 

year and include downtown projects such as the continuation of the popular and 

successful matching facade grant program, the addition of benches, trash cans, bike racks, 

banners, etc.  Gardening efforts throughout the downtown are completed with our gardener 

and partnerships with local efforts.  This spring and summer we will be working on an Art 

in the Alley project which is scheduled to be completed by Fall 2018. We are also working 

with the City in planning the 2020 Munising Streetscape project and our current city 

directories that we have developed and installed throughout town, will be updated soon.  

Implementation of a digital component to the directories is also being investigated. 

 

GREATER MUNISING BAY PARTNERSHIP & ECONOMIC 

INVOLVEMENT 

Partnerships are crucial in economic development. Our office’s umbrella organization which is the Greater 

Munising Bay Partnership, has developed important economic development partnerships with local 

businesses, municipalities and local government, work force development, organizations, regional and state-

wide departments and organizations, political offices, and communities across the region.  By developing these 

partnerships, it enables us to have access to funding sources, regional and local initiatives, marketing, business 

development and other collaborative endeavors.  Involvement from our office on committees, boards, 

organizations and collaborations with state agencies in the Upper Peninsula is crucial.  Just a few of these are: 

UP Collaborative Development Council (UPCDC)- Regional CDCs are a partnership between local and regional 

economic development agencies and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC). The Council’s 

purpose is to provide strategic direction and programmatic input to the MEDC senior leadership team. These 

working groups are intended to help advance the State of Michigan’s economic development through 

strengthening the relationships, leveraging the assets and improving the flow of communication and project 

management between the MEDC and local partners. 

UP Regional Prosperity Initiative- The Regional Prosperity Initiative (RPI) is a voluntary competitive grant 

process that encourages local private, public and non-profit partners to create vibrant regional economies. The 

legislature approved the recommended process and the Regional Prosperity Initiative was signed into law as a 

part of the FY 2014 budget. 

The Great Waters- This is an eastern UP tourism initiative whose goal is to promote the region collaboratively 

by marketing our natural resources.  This group is made up of communities and organizations throughout the 

eastern Upper Peninsula.  By working together as a destination this creates a larger tourism impact. 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation- The MEDC strives to expand overall economic growth by 

serving as Michigan's lead agency for business, talent and jobs, tourism, and more. MEDC is the leading 

economic development agency in the state of Michigan working in areas such as business and community 

development, tourism, talent, agribusiness and manufacturing.  The Munising Partnership is actively involved 

with regional MEDC initiatives, grants and meetings. 

 

And a Big Thank-You to Our Partners & Over 200 Chamber 

Members for their Continued Support!! 


