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2018 YEAR IN REVIEW 
ALGER COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE   

Katherine Reynolds, Ph.D., Executive Director 

Alger Co. Chamber/Greater Munising Bay Partnership & Munising DDA 

  

 
   

 
 
 

   

 

2018 Chamber 

Membership 

First and foremost, thank you 

to all our supportive Chamber 
members!  We now have a 

membership of 223 members 
across the county, other 
locations in the region, out of 

state and we continue to grow.  
We have grown from 139 
members in 2011—over 60% 

growth!  

Benefits of Being a 
Chamber Member 

➢ Member Discounts 

➢ Marketing & 

Advertising 

➢ Referrals 

➢ Visibility 

➢ Access to 

Resources 

➢ Networking 

➢ Sponsorship 

Opportunities 

➢ Community 

Connection 

➢ Partnership 

Opportunities 
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Welcome Our New Staff Member, Ben Schimpf 

Last year we decided to take on an intern from NMU, Ben Schimpf.  After a 

successful internship and his graduation with a Bachelors in Outdoor Recreation 

Leadership & Management, we partnered with the Munising DDA and the 

Munising Visitors Bureau to hire him full-time.  Ben works here at the office 

with marketing, events, promotions and social media.  

Ben has also taken on the task of promoting the amazing trails that we have in 

the area. These trails include Munising Mountain Bike Park, Grand Island, 

Valley Spur and Bruno’s Run. Ben hopes to bolster recreational tourism in spring 

and fall shoulder seasons. Recreational tourism is a hot trend in Michigan towns 

across the Lower and Upper Peninsulas. These areas are reaping the economic 

benefits from visitors spending time in the woods on purpose built recreational trails. With a somewhat 

saturated market in the US, these recreational tourists don’t just show up; it takes targeted marketing 

activities to separate Alger County from other outdoor destinations. The combination of bike specific 

travel blogs, professional commercials, magazine ad space, social media exposure and two separate bike 

events are designed to draw those outdoor enthusiasts. We are excited to be engaging with this new 

segment of tourism and hope to make Alger County the U.P.’s next outdoor destination.  

 

BOWERMAN FUNERAL HOME-EMPLOYER OF THE 

YEAR 

2018 Annual Chamber Dinner   

 

The 2018 Chamber dinner had a full house with over 100 

attendees.  Congratulations to this year’s award winner, 

Bowerman Funeral Home, who has served the community for over 

100 years.  The event was held at the Moose Lodge and, as usual, 

they did a great job! 

 

NEW LOOK ON CHAMBER  

BUILDING 

During the summer of 2018, we installed 

new design and signage on the building 

which was in part funded through an 

CUPPAD Prosperous Places grant.  

Traffic was up considerably in the 

building, not only because of increased 

tourism growth in the area (over 47% 

since 2011), but eye-catching signage.  

Thanks to two of our members, Cranking 

Graphics and Signs Now for working 

with us. 
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Art in the Alley Project 
During the spring and summer our office completed 

Munising’s Art in the Alley.  This ongoing successful 

downtown cultural project includes 74 art pieces 

from Alger County residents, gardening, art 

banners, art tiles, lighting, seating and signage. 

A huge thank you to all entities that supported the 

project: the Munising DDA, Alger Co. Chamber, 

Munising Visitors Bureau, the Fuzzy Fund, 

Prosperous Places grant from CUPPAD, and our 

staff and volunteers who worked tirelessly on the 

project. 

 

2019 Munising DDA & Chamber  
Art & Culture Projects 
ArtPlace America recently awarded CUPPAD 

$460,000 to promote arts and culture throughout 

the U.P. This grant was obtained by partnering 

with several county entities in the U.P.  Here in 

Alger County our office is heading up several 

projects utilizing these funds.  It will include four 

murals (two shown here) in downtown Munising, a 

downtown historic walk, art projects in Grand 

Marais and potential assistance in funding 

performing arts and other activities at Mather 

Auditorium. 

 

ROUGH DRAFT IMAGE OF DOWNTOWN MURAL (History Theme) 

 

ArtPlace Funded Mural--Miss Good Stitch 
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Rekindle the Spirit & The 
Grand Giveaway 
We had another successful Rekindle the Spirit with 

over 20 businesses participating this year!  Our 

Rekindle Grand Giveaway, where participants can 

win prizes for shopping local, resulted in over 

$200,000 in local shopping.  We were able to give 

prizes to 90 individuals, which were all donated by 

local businesses!  We are now just a little shy of 

hitting the $2 million mark in local spending since 

we started the promotion in 2011. 

 

 

 
 

 

Some of the sample text in this document indicates the 

name of the style applied. To get started right away, just tap 

any placeholder text (such as this) and start typing. View 

and edit this document in Word on your computer, tablet, or 

phone. 

W e b s i t e  

 
HEADING 4 

Use styles to easily format your Word documents in no time. For example, this text uses the 

Normal Style. 

Some of the sample text in this document indicates the name of the style applied. To get started 

Pictured Rocks National 

Lakeshore Quarter 

Launch 

In 2018 we were proud as a 

community to help host the 

commemorative 2018 quarter 

with the Pictured Rocks National 

Lakeshore design.  Pictured are 

the master of ceremonies, Kathy 

Reynolds, and the Pictured Rocks 

National Lakeshore staff who we 

are proud to call our partners.  

Chamber Participates in Outdoor 

Rec Show in Canada & National 

Travel Exchange in Milwaukee 

Amber Curtis, Chair of the 

Chamber/Partnership board & Kathy 

Reynolds, Executive Director, showcased 

our area at the Vancouver Outdoor 

Adventure & Travel Show. 

Ben Schimpf, Marketing & Comm. 

Coordinator & Kathy Reynolds also 

represented our area at the National Travel 

Exchange in Milwaukee, WI. 

Both successful events introduced the area 

to thousands of potential visitors and travel 

coordinators. 

 

Chamber Staff:  Pat Sanderson, 

Ben Schimpf & Kathy Reynolds 
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PICTURED ROCKS DAYS 2018 

The largest event we work on here at the office is 

Pictured Rocks Days.  This was our sixth year of the 

festival, which is an added attraction of the 

successful Yoopers Ride Free event held by Pictured 

Rocks Cruises, where U.P. residents get to cruise 

Pictured Rocks free for the day.  Our office begins 

booking bands, entertainment and other activities 

along with marketing the event starting in January 

each year for the June event (always second weekend 

in June).  In 2018 we were happy to have over 100 

vendors again (thanks to Pat Sanderson, our 

Administrative Assistant, alias “vendor queen”).  

This now Upper Peninsula signature, two-day event 

takes in more than 7,000 attendees for the weekend.  

A big thank you to our largest sponsor, the Munising 

Visitors Bureau, along with many other sponsors 

who help make this weekend happen.  I’d also be 

remiss in leaving out our office staff who worked 

diligently on the event and the dozens of volunteers 

who help us set up the vendors on Saturday 

morning—a sight to behold—teamwork in action! 

Make sure you have Pictured Rocks Days 2019 

marked in your calendar.  The dates are Saturday & 

Sunday, June 8th & 9th.  If you are interested in 

becoming a vendor, want to volunteer or if you have 

any questions, give us a call @906-387-2138. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUNISING DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Our office, which also serves as the Munising DDA, coordinates and funds 

many projects and initiatives throughout the year.  Our successful façade 

program has now awarded 125 grants since 2006 totaling $450,000 that 

went toward upgrading businesses facades in downtown Munising.  The 

total cost of projects completed represents $1.2 million in improvements.  

The DDA has also invested in new bike racks, trash cans, the banner art 

program (there will be another banner contest this winter/spring), 

downtown gardening, downtown lighting, projects at Binsfeld Bayshore 

Park, placemaking/art projects and sidewalk improvements. 

Our office works closely with the City of Munising on current projects and 

upcoming projects, like the 2020 M-28 streetscape project which will 

include extensive infrastructure improvements, non-motorized aspects, 

trees, and lighting, along with other improvements. 

This year we updated our logo and webpage 

www.munisingdowntown.com.  If you have any questions about what we 

do, either call us @ 387-1110 or stop by!   

 

 
New DDA Logo 

http://www.munisingdowntown.com/
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TUCKER PROMOTIONAL POSTERS & SIGNS 

If you haven’t already noticed, images of Tucker (Kathy Reynolds’ golden retriever) have been popping up in 

promotional posters and other signage.  “You Drive, We’ll Navigate” utilizes a QR code to link area visitors to 

information on attractions, lodging, food, events, camping, lighthouses and trails.  These posters were distributed 

to businesses that experience high traffic and helps personnel working at the business, direct visitor questions.  

“We’re Sorry We Missed You” is printed on a pull-down window shade at our office.  It is used at the end of the 

day and drives after-hour visitors to our website for area information.  Lastly, Tucker, Citizen Canine watches 

over the Munising Art in the Alley installment and encourages people to keep the area clean. 

 

 

GREATER MUNISING BAY PARTNERSHIP 

Along with our duties as the Chamber and the DDA, our office as the Greater Munising Bay 

Partnership, serves as the county’s economic development office.  In this role we work with 

local, regional and state partners in areas such as workforce, business retention & growth, 

healthcare issues, housing, grant funding, natural resources, infrastructure, etc.  We work 

with and attend trainings with organizations such as: Michigan Works, Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation, SBDC, MDOT, DNR, Dept. of Ag & RD, political offices, Michigan 

Economic Development Alliance, International Economic Development Council, just to 

name a few.  Kathy Reynolds continues to serve on boards & committees such as the 

Central U.P. Regional Prosperity Initiative, Upper Peninsula Collaborative Development 

Council, Upper Peninsula Economic Development Alliance, Alger Co. Brownfield Authority, 

Munising Memorial Hospital Board, the Great Waters Board (Eastern Tourism Initiative), 

Munising Rotary, Upper Peninsula Arts & Culture Alliance Board and the National Tour 

Assoc. Education Committee. 

 

 


